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Listening to Abing is an interactive digital archive that explores the many identities > = ¢ 5

con ucted"a:odmd'Abing, the Wuxi folk musician whose surviving recordings have )ecome
d edded in Chinese musical memo .wmpresenting Abing as a fi \e
. .l . e " 4 g 9
~historical igure, the project allows visitors t ter him through different periods, : ayd
- identities, instruments, and pieces of music. By cting a version of Abing and Iia;gﬁ‘g {0 bt

his surviving repertoire, visitors move from hi | information toward a more personal '

ith the musician. The project asks ho a person can gradually
nd what might be lost when an individual life is reduced to a sin

racti e-a-r.cH'ix?e,_ the user can listen to the music exhibition with Abing together,
Ik with hem simultaneously, asking the “Al model” Abing any questions. While
' ou can shift between the stage and community page. At the
j\fve your comment and see others’ reviews. — —


https://youtu.be/r1p93SYKHRQ

The project is inspired by the distance between and the
that remains today. Throughout his life, he encountered many doubts since he : . .
contracted syphilis, leading people to ignore his great musician profile. Abing (Hua Yanjun, 1893-1950), a Wuxi folk Abing’'s music draws on Taoist music, Jiangnan folk tunes,

musician, Taoist, and blind street performer, local opera, silk-and-bamboo and percussion music.
renowned for his erhu and pipa music.
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V; 3R R _— N A Harvard artist built the interactive website

Crn PT\ a\/\%m?m \wﬂ Pavitrer ." :

% Ty / J U < ® She made Al avatars of 14 contemporary artists,
T Lkl r-j ijw [ allowing visitors to virtually tour the exhibition and

o chat with them in real time.
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This is Toughdesigner process for the stage effect while playing the music. | used the effect of ink This is the coding process for webpage presentation. My code language is html, css, and javascript.

wash blending to create the atmosphere that is appropriate for the music.
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-Hua Yanjun, known as Abing, was a folk musician living in the turbulent early Republican China.
syphilis and lost his sight, becoming a street busker. His rough life represented the suffering of ordinary working people at that
time.</p:
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“Listening to Abing” is an interactive digital audio archive featuring
Wuxi folk musician Abing. Across six connected pages, users explore
“Person” and “Instrument” audio cards, select from five periods of
Abing’s life, choose from two erhu and three pipa pieces, watch the

corresponding performance, converse with the Abing of that period,
and share reflections in the listener community.
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An interactive exhibition exploring music,
mmmmm y, and the meny ways Abing has been
zemenbezed.
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‘f "1 grew up hearing this cune
4 without knowing its name.
| - Today,fnally, know”

"Fle was blind. Buc he heard

the city more clearly chan

anyone."

ABING e
The music is playing. What would you like to ask? - "1 alk by the Second
SEND Spring every morning It
) Three minutes of "
: has never sounded like chis.
recording, seventy yearsof
echo. That is enough for a...
s Wite something this music made you feel...
= senp NoTE




